
Students and instructors in the 
Welding and Collision Repair 
departments at Tennessee Col-
lege of Applied Technology 
Athens recently completed a 
project to upgrade a boat trail-
er used by the Etowah Rural 
Fire Department's Swift Water 
Team. 

As part of the project, welding 
students added additional met-
al to strengthen and modify the 
trailer, while collision repair 
students refinished and painted 
it. The improvements allow 
the trailer to transport two 

swift water rescue rafts, increasing the team's capacity to respond during water-related emergencies. 

The collaborative effort provided students with hands-on experience while supporting local first responders and enhancing emergen-
cy response capabilities within the community.  

In the photo (L-R)  Freddie Smith, Collision Repair Instructor; Timothy McCulloch, Collision Repair Student; Tristan Lyles, Colli-
sion Repair Student; Jonah Dalton, Welding Student; Pat Miller, Welding Instructor; Austin Hancock, Etowah Rural Fire Captain.  

Photo by Etowah Rural Fire Department 

Source: Lynn Ingram, Etowah Rural FD 

TCAT Athens Students Help Upgrade Swift Water Rescue Trailer 
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Specialize in gutter removal 
and gutter installation.  

Owners: 
T J Roberts 423-506-3918           

Christian Mason 423-368-1807 

Call, Text, and Please Leave 
Voicemail. Athens, TN 

mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/mr.gutter37303/
https://live365.com/station/WYXI-a69031
https://www.facebook.com/twudine
https://pbet.bank/peoplefirstbank/
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From region rivalries to key district contests, area high school 

football teams are back in action Friday night. See this week's 

games below. 

AACA Announces “A Choral Christmas” 
Holiday Concert 

The Athens Area Council for the Arts has announced 

its 2026 holiday production, “A Choral Christmas,” 

directed by Mike Dannel and featuring a variety of 

seasonal musical performances. 

The concert will be presented Dec. 4-6 in the Sue E. 

Trotter Black Box Theater at The Arts Center. Audi-

ences can expect an evening of holiday favorites, in-

cluding choral arrangements, small-group perfor-

mances, and solo selections featuring both sacred and 

secular Christmas music. 

Performances are scheduled for Friday, Dec. 4, and 

Saturday, Dec. 5, at 7 p.m., with a Sunday matinee 

on Dec. 6 at 2 p.m. 

AACA officials say the production will offer a fes-

tive way to celebrate the season in the intimate set-

ting of the Sue E. Trotter Black Box Theater. 

Area High School Football Matchups 

http://www.medicblood.org/
http://www.dynastyspasstore.com/
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• Celebrate Recovery meets every Tuesday at 6:00pm at 

Woodward Ave. Church of God in Athens They also 

meet every Thursday at 6:00pm at Watts Bar Commu-

nity Church in Decatur and Thursdays at 6:30pm at 

Spirit City Church North Etowah.  

• St. Mary’s Legacy Clinic offers free mobile medical 

care for the uninsured. Anyone who is medically unin-

sured is eligible to receive care. St. Mary’s Catholic 

Church (1291 E Madison Ave, Athens) is the McMinn 

County location and accepts patients every 3rd Thurs-

day of the month.  

• Union McMinn Baptist Church will host its Thanksgiv-

ing Day “Come to the Table” gathering on Thursday, 

Nov. 26, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 316 County Road 316 

in Niota. Guests are invited to enjoy a home-cooked 

meal, fellowship, worship and singing. The Leamon 

Family will provide special music. Everyone is wel-

come. 

• October is Pastor Appreciation Month, a time set aside 

to recognize and honor the pastors, ministers, and church 

staff who serve their congregations throughout the year. 

Those wishing to share their appreciation publicly may 

contact Stephanie Devine at 423-462-5309 or radi-

ostephaniedevine@gmail.com for information about 

recognition opportunities in The Morning Fax. 

• St. Mark AME Zion Church will host its First Annual 

Cornerstone Chili Cook-Off community fundraiser on 

Saturday, Nov. 7, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the McMinn 

Senior Activity Center, 205 McMinn Ave., Athens. The 

event will feature chili, music, prizes, and a silent auction 

as part of efforts to help rebuild the church. For more in-

formation, contact Lila Robinson at 423-241-7117. 

• Englewood United Methodist Church will host its fourth 

annual Resource Fair on Oct. 21 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 

featuring information from approximately 25 local service 

agencies, free lunch, and opportunities for fellowship and 

community support. 

Church News & Events 

https://bowaterecu.org/
mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/celebraterecovery
https://www.facebook.com/WCOGCELEBRATERECOVERY
https://www.facebook.com/crmeigscounty
https://www.facebook.com/spiritcitychurchnorthetowah
https://www.smlcares.com/
mailto:radiostephaniedevine@gmail.com
mailto:radiostephaniedevine@gmail.com


AAA Urges Drivers to Slow Down, Move Over for Roadside Safety 

As National Slow Down, Move Over Day approaches on Oct. 17, AAA is reminding Tennessee motorists to 

take extra precautions when approaching vehicles stopped along the roadside. 

While more than 90% of drivers surveyed said they slow down or move over when passing disabled vehicles, 

tow trucks, or emergency vehicles, studies show many fail to do so in practice. According to AAA, more 

than 2,100 people were killed while stranded or working along roadways between 2019 and 2023. 

AAA officials say roadside dangers affect more than first responders and tow truck operators. Anyone experi-

encing a flat tire, mechanical problem, or other breakdown can find themselves just feet from passing traffic. 

Under Tennessee's Move Over Law, drivers must move over for stopped vehicles displaying flashing or haz-

ard lights, including emergency vehicles, tow trucks, utility vehicles, highway maintenance vehicles, and disa-

bled motorists. If changing lanes is not possible, drivers must slow down and proceed with caution. 

AAA also encourages drivers to stay alert, avoid distractions, never drive impaired, and watch carefully for 

people working near stopped vehicles. If a vehicle breaks down, motorists should move as far from traffic as 

possible, activate hazard lights, and remain aware of surrounding traffic while awaiting assistance. 

AAA says slowing down and moving over can help prevent tragedies and protect emergency personnel, road-

side workers, and fellow motorists. 
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http://www.abbyburkecarroll.com/
https://www.facebook.com/share/197tFXTcB8/
https://www.facebook.com/mtverdbaptist.church.5


McMinn County Arrest Report 

October 14, 2026 

Dustin Atchley, 34, of Athens, charged with 

manufacturing, sale, delivery, possession of fen-

tanyl, casual exchange, possession of meth, sim-

ple possession, casual exchange of Schedule 6, 

and drug paraphernalia. Bond $23,000. 

Jacob Hampton, 30, of Decatur, charged with 

simple possession, casual exchange of fentanyl, 

and drug paraphernalia, Bond $7,000. 

Daniel Sledge, 41, of Riceville, charged with 

public intoxication. Bond $1,500. 

 

Those accused are considered innocent until prov-

en guilty in a court of law.  

Information gathered using public sources. 
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Paid for by Committee to Elect Perry McCowan to Athens City Council  

 

We encourage you to e-mail us community 
events, church news, or other items of interest 

for possible use in the Morning Fax.  
 

Any items you would like us to consider,  
e-mail:  wyxiradio@gmail.com 

https://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/financial-advisor/murray-willis?msockid=2dbd4da59c736df72b0c5a3a9dc46c82
mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
https://jeremy4tn.com/
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The Staton family and the staff of 
Decatur Funeral Home & Crema-
tion Services is honored to serve 
the families of Meigs County and 

the surrounding areas by providing 
compassionate service to every 
family who walks through our 

doors. At Decatur Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services it truly is 
"Our family serving your family". 

Decatur Funeral Home & Cremation Services      
163 Arrants Avenue                                         
Decatur, TN  37322                                  

(423) 334-3661  
www.decaturfuneralsandcremations.com                                          

James A. Staton, Owner 

Superior Service For Your Loved One In 
Your Greatest Time Of Need 

David H. Cass, 82, of Decatur, passed away on Wednesday, 

October 14. A funeral service will be held at 1 p.m. on Tues-

day, October 20 at Big Spring Church of Christ. Interment will 

follow in the Meigs County Memorial Gardens. The family will 

receive friends from 5 -7 p.m., on Monday, October 19 in the 

chapel of Decatur Funeral Home & Cremation Services. A 

complete obituary will be posted soon. Decatur Funeral 

Home & Cremation Services is honored to serve the Cass 

family.  

Preston “Keith” Cook, 65, of Englewood, passed away on 

Tuesday, October 13. Keith loved the outdoors. He spent his 

time fishing, hunting, playing pool, and woodworking. He was 

best known for his fly tying, and his handmade flies have found 

their way to rivers across the country. A burial will be held on 

January 24, 2027 at 1:00 P.M. at Sunrise Cemetery in Eng-

lewood. Bordwine Funeral Home of Etowah is in charge of 

arrangements. 

Renee Claudette Tallent, 56, passed away on Friday, October 9 

at Parkwest Hospital in Knoxville. Renee never shied away from 

hard work, even as a young child she would mow yards to earn 

money to go to the movies and eventually saved to buy her first 

motorcycle. During and after high school, Renee worked several 

places; Captain D’s, Plastics Industries, Thomas & Betts, and 

over 20 years as a photographer. She was the proud, hard-

working owner of the immensely popular Midlife Frysis Food 

Truck since 2018. A visitation will be held from 3:00-5:00 PM 

on Monday, October 19 at Ziegler Funeral Home, with a Cele-

bration of Life service to be held at a later date. Ziegler Funeral 

Home has been entrusted with serving the family of Renee Clau-

dette Tallent.  

J.C. Bledsoe, 91, of Etowah, TN passed away Thursday, October 

15, 2026. He was a devoted husband, father, grandfather who 

took great pride in his family and the life he built. An Army vet-

eran, he later retired from Bowater Paper Mill after years of dedi-

cated service. He found great joy in trading and riding horses and 

loved farming. Above all, he was a family man who especially 

cherished the time he spent with his grandchildren. He loved his 

wife dearly, and his family was the greatest blessing of his life. 

His love, wisdom, and the memories he created with those clos-

est to him will be treasured for generations to come. Funeral ser-

vice will be held at 6:00 p.m., Saturday, October 17, 2026, in the 

chapel of Bordwine Funeral Home. The family will receive 

friends from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m., Saturday prior to the ser-

vice. Family and friends will assemble at 1:00 p.m., Sunday, Oc-

tober 18, 2026, at Bordwine Funeral Home and go in procession 

to Green Hill cemetery for the 2:00 p.m. committal service. 

Bordwine Funeral Home of Etowah is in charge of arrange-

ments. 

Obituaries 
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