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Starting August 5, residents across Upper and Lower East Ten-
nessee—including McMinn, Monroe, and Meigs counties—will
need to start dialing 10 digits (area code + phone number) for
all local calls. Dialing only seven digits will no longer work and
will result in a message reminding callers to include the area
code.

N EW 729 This change is part of the rollout of a new area code—729—
which will begin appearing on new phone numbers in the 423

AR EA CODE region beginning September 5. People with existing 423 num-

bers will keep their current numbers, but everyone will be re-
quired to use 10-digit dialing moving forward. The update was originally planned for early 2025 but was delayed several
months following the impacts of Hurricane Helene on Northeast Tennessee.

The change does not affect emergency services or special use numbers like 911, 311, or 988.

The 729 area code is being added to avoid number exhaustion in the 423 region, which covers multiple East Tennessee
counties including McMinn, Rhea, Hamblen, Greene, and more.

East Tennesseans may remember a similar transition in the 1990s, when the original 615 area code was split to create
423, and later, 865—an area code cleverly chosen to represent “VOL” on a phone keypad after the Tennessee Volun-
teers’ 1998 national championship win.
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30 YEARS EXPERIENGE We offer same day & next day delivery! Donate 3‘00d
* 1,000 gal Tank & Lowboys

Drastically Reduced pricing on LVP Flooring to

make room for our NEW TOP QUALITY CABINETS! « 1,000 & 1,500 gal Pump Tanks
Carpet starting at .69/sq.ft. e 2'& 3' Chamber Pipe H
Linoleum starting at .89/sq.ft. e e rate u gu St I n Sty e °
* 3" Schedule 40 Pipe

Small batch flooring as low as $15/box!!! N L .
« Risers in Lids for Easy Pumping

°
Ask about our “Match & Beat ANY Price” Policy D t t h
423-507-9487 If it's not listed, o n a e WI

2412 Congress Pkwy South, Athens (] 423-744-0121 call us!

Let Traci help with
your 401K rollover.

™ Traci White

Athens Branch Manager

1314 Decatur Pike
Athens, TN 37303

423-634-8310

Federally insured by NCUA
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Major Fentanyl Seizure Made During
Welfare Check at Dollar General

. | Madisonville Police report that
’. on Wednesday afternoon, Street
- Crimes Officer Lance Anderson
conducted a welfare check at the
Dollar General on Highway 411
that led to a significant drug sei-
zure. During the investigation,
Anderson discovered nearly two
)| dozen grams of suspected fen-

&Y | tanyl inside a wvehicle. This
amount represents hundreds of potentially deadly doses with an
estimated street value of $4,000. In addition to the fentanyl, offi-
cers also found drug paraphernalia and prescription pills.

Michael Case of McMinn County has been arrested in connec-
tion with the seizure and is currently being held at the Monroe
County Justice Center without bond. Police Chief Danny Russell
praised Officer Anderson for his exceptional work, noting that
while this seizure is only a small part of the ongoing fight against
dangerous drugs, it is a critical step toward ensuring community
safety. Source: Madisonville Police Department - Facebook

Athens, Tennessee

E.G. Fisher Public Library Launches

New Programs for All Ages This August

E.G. Fisher Public Library is launching new programs
this August for kids, teens, and adults. Highlights in-
clude "Pulse," a hands-on health and science series for
children starting August 9; "Teen Connect," a casual
weekly hangout every Thursday for teens with games
and social activities; and a monthly Magic: The Gather-
ing meet-up for adults. Additionally, a Minecraft Club
for kids 12 and under will hold trial sessions in early
August. Registration and more details are available at
the library or by phone. For more information or to reg-
ister, visit the library at 1289 Ingleside Avenue in Ath-
ns, call 423-745-7782,. See more at their website:

fisherlibrary.org

We encourage you to e-mail community events,
church news, or other items of interest for
possible use in The Morning Fax. If you take a
newsworthy photograph, send it to:
wyxiradio@gmail.com

JOIN US TOMORROW!
WALKING TOURS AT 8 AM, 9 AM, 7 PM, 8 PM

SATURDAY AUGUST 2
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM
MARKET PARK - ATHENS, TN

SKIP-A-PAYMENT

AND TAKE THAT

Summen ﬂduelm /

Genples Bhk

OF EAST TENNESSEE

www.PBET.bank

*Terms and conditions may apply, call or visit your local PBET branch for complete details.
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Church News and Events

e Planted In Christ OQutreach Fellowship (317 Maple e
Street, Athens) holds Outreach Deliverance Classes

every Thursday at 7:00pm.

e Celebrate Recovery meets every Tuesday at
6:00pm at Woodward Ave. Church of God in Athens
They also meet every Thursday at 6:00pm at Watts
Bar Community Church in Decatur.

e Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you?
Clearwater Baptist Church (964 County Road 180, °
Athens) is beginning a new session of Grief-
Share helping those grieving find hope, comfort, and
guidance. Beginning on Thursday, July 17th from 6
pm - 7:30 pm there will be an ongoing (in 13wk rota-
tions) grief support group that you can join at any e
time and is open to the community. For more info.
visit: clearwaterbc.org/grief-share (Notify them in
advance if childcare is needed.)

The next Christian Men's Prayer Breakfast sponsored
by New Hope Methodist Church will occur on Thurs-
day, August 7 at 8 a.m. at Maddi Mae's Cafe in down-
town Athens. This ecumenical prayer breakfast is
open to all men of Christian faith plus those who want
to establish a relationship with Jesus. Please contact
Marcus Guinn (marcusguinn@gmail.com or 423-
507-7769) for more information.

Lane's Chapel A.M.E Zion Church (904 County Road
264 Niota) will host a Fish and Fried Green Tomatoes
sale this Saturday, August 2 at Lane's
Chapel Church. Please come and help support this
event.

On Monday, August 4 at 6:30 p.m., St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church will be hosting Sheri Owen leading a tai
chi class. The weekly gathering is perfect for all skill
levels. Call 423-745-2224 with any questions.
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$30...n

at the Historic Gem Theater
Etowah, Tennessee

Saturday, August 16, 2025

Doors Open at 6:30 PM / Comedy 7-7:30 & Music at 7:30

/?oatgfu'ng. -~ ((?l((/‘{f_\gc( Lo ecock:

#% COMEDIAN
-,
3"!\

—

Tickets Avallable at the Tennessee
Overhill 0ffice and the Etowah Chamber
Office - both at the Depot ia Etowah

wwencall £23-263.7232
G
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TRIBUTE BAND

HOWARD
DECKER
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P
CVERHIILL

Cleveland State

COMMUNITY COLLEGE
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TRADING POST

MORNING SHOW
WITH J.P. VASQUEZ

8:30 AM - 9:30 AM
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ACT Kicks Off Season with Matilda,

McMinn County Drivers Seeing

Announces Auditions for The Mousetrap

Athens Community Theatre (ACT) is opening its 2025-2026 Mainstage
Series with Roald Dahl’s Matilda The Musical, running August 15-24
at the Sue E. Trotter Black Box Theater. Showtimes are Fridays and
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m., and Sundays at 2:00 p.m. Tickets are $20 for
adults and $15 for students. A special “Photos with Characters” event
will be held for Saturday, August 23 ticket holders at 6:00 p.m. Patrons
are encouraged to purchase tickets early, as ACT performances often
sell out in advance.

ACT has also announced auditions for its fall production of Agatha
Christie’s The Mousetrap, the longest-running play in theatrical history.
Directed by Bob Borwick, auditions will be held Monday and Tuesday,
August 18 and 19 at 6:00 p.m. at The Arts Center. Callbacks are sched-
uled for Wednesday, August 20. The play will run October 24 through
November 2. Auditions are open to adults 18 and older and will include
cold readings, basic direction, and a request to be familiar with the tune
or lyrics to “Three Blind Mice.” Those auditioning should bring their
availability for August 20—November 2. Individuals interested in back-
stage or support roles are also invited to attend.

Athens Community Theatre’s Mainstage Series features multigenera-
tional productions, dramatic classics, and celebrated musicals. Ticket
prices range from $15 to $25. For more information, visit athen-
sartscouncil.org or follow ACT on social media.

Relief at the Pump

As the summer driving season enters its final month,
McMinn County motorists are benefiting from some of
the cheapest gas prices in the country. The county aver-
age currently sits at $2.73 per gallon—slightly below the
Tennessee state average of $2.76 and well below the na-
tional average of $3.14.

Experts say that despite rising oil prices and a slight up-
tick in gas demand, fuel costs have remained stable due
to strong production levels and healthy supplies. In fact,
July ended with a national monthly average of $3.15, the
lowest summer pricing seen since 2021.

While gas remains affordable in the region, electric vehi-
cle owners are facing higher costs. Tennessee ranks
among the most expensive states for public EV charging,
with an average of 46 cents per kilowatt hour—tied with
Hawaii and behind only West Virginia and Alaska.

Source: AAA Gas Prices
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CLICK HERE OR VISIT
FACEBOOK.COM/WYXIAM1390
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The Staton family and the staff of
Decatur Funeral Home & Crema-
tion Services is honored to serve
the families of Meigs County and
the surrounding areas by providing
compassionate service to every
family who walks through our
doors. At Decatur Funeral Home
& Cremation Services it truly is
"Our family serving your family".

A &
James A Staton, Owner /Licensed Funeral Director
(front), Standing (L-R) Audrey Staton Hall, Licensed
Funeral Director, Jasper Staton, Unlicensed Funeral
Assistant, Amber R. Staton, Unlicensed Co-Owner

Decatur Funeral Home & Cremation Services
163 Arrants Avenue
Decatur, TN 37322

5423) 334-3661
www.decat eralsandcremations.com
James A. Staton, Owner
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