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more than 200 residents stepped into a lively slice of Japanese culture.

JapanFest 2025 transformed the gym into a whirlwind of sumo demon-
strations, shamisen music, taiko drumming, origami folding, rice-ball
making, kimono fittings, calligraphy practice, chopstick challenges, and

even a tic-tac-toe duel against a DENSO robot arm. The event is part of a
year-long lecture and workshop series presented by the Athens—Isahaya
J Sister City Committee, which aims to bring the traditions and everyday
joys of Japan to the local community.

Three programs remain on the calendar: a_bento-box-packing workshop
on May 10 at the McMinn Higher Education Center (advance registration
| required), a furoshiki gift-wrapping session at the McMinn Living Heri-

tage Museum, and an Undokai Japanese Sports Day at the Athens—
" | McMinn Family YMCA. More information along with sign-up details for
the May 10 workshop can be found on the Athens—Isahaya Sister City
{ Committee Facebook page. Source: Victoria White, Denso

@ This week on Hope From the Well, Julie Tillis invites
‘ ¢ SN - Connie McIntosh to discuss “Dreams and Angelic Encoun-
f ters.” Hope From the Well is heard every Thursday morning
at 8:15 a.m. on WYXI RADIO, AM-1390 & FM-94.5.

Photos of festivities and DENSO volunteers that made this event possible
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We offer same day & next day delivery! 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE Epcomlngmy Events
* 1,000 gal Tank & Lowboys HERITAGE SCHOOL: Barn Quilt Square Painting with Christina DeBusk
« 1,000 & 1,500 gal Pump Tanks Over 120 Styles of Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring Saturday, May 10t @ 11:00 am
« 2'& 3' Chamber Pipe Cozy Carpeting and Beautiful Hardwood $10 for members/$15 for non-members
The Best Scratch Resistant Laminates HERITAGE SCHOOL: Tennessee Wildlife Resource Agency

* 3" Schedule 40 Pipe

« Risers in Lids for Easy Pumping

Mime Barnes will discuss the purpose of the TWRA: to preserve, conserve,
manage, protect, and enhance the fish & wildlife of TN & their habitats for
Ask about our “Match & Beat ANY Price” Policy the use, benefit, and enjoyment of citizens and visitors.

12ft & 16ft-wide Sheet Vinyl

() 423-507-9487 If it's not listed, Saturday, May 24" @ 11:00 am $5 or free with membership
423-744-0121 call us! 2412 Congress Pkwy South, Athens ) )
HERITAGE SCHOOL: Local History Bingo
Join us to learn some local history playing bingo and win prizes!
WEATHER FORECAST I \? ‘ﬂé Saturday, May 31° @ 11:00 am $5 or free with membership
Thursday - 60% Chance of HISTORY FOR LUNCH
Showers zvith Ch(;ncc of Thunder- Tennessee .Va”ey Bring your lunch and learn about Old Federal Road, which first started as a
) . Appraisal Serwc_es, LLC mail route in the early administration of President Thomas Jefferson.
storms this afternoon. High 73. When Integrity & Thursday, May 22 @ Noon *Free admission*
Thurs. Night - 30% Chance of Professionalism Matter. e
Rain. Low 60. . Covering 11 counties with o Lo el More Information
Friday - 80% Chance of Rain.. Online .Or.de.rlng & TraCklng' Sunday - Monday: Closed 522 W Madison Ave.
High 74. Specializing in Estates, S Athens, TN 37303
Fri. Night - 60% Rain. Low 61. LFTXtF,)ert g(lvlltne;sesl,:Dlvorce, Adults: $5.00 423-745-0329
More Weather at: : ISting ending . Urposes. ztel:]clic;rnf(s):t g;gg www.livingheritagemuseum.org
- Wyxi.com 746-0027 tvasinc.com
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Come See Us For All Your METAL ROOFING Needs!

Your ONE STOP Shop: Metal Roofing, Vinyl Siding, Vinyl Shakes and Stone,
Shingles, Windows, Shutters, Decks, Gutters, Railings, Doors and More!

WE ARE HERE TO HELP WITH ALL
pll Things Exterig, yOUR ROOFING 8 REMODELING NEEDSI
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E.G. Fisher Library Seeks Community
Partners for Summer Reading Kickoff

Community News You Can Use

E.G. Fisher Public Library is gearing up for its Summer Read- e The Tennessee Highway Patrol will be Morning Fax
ing Kickoff Party on Thursday, June 5, 2025, from 10:30 a.m. to conducting a variety of checkpoints: Todays News. This Morning.
1:30 p.m. at 1289 Ingleside Avenue in Athens. The free, family-
focused celebration—expected to draw roughly 400 attendees—
will highlight reading, summer fun, and local resources.

June 6,2025 — 9 p.m.: Sobriety checkpoint, Hwy 58 at
Lamontville Rd., Meigs Co.
June 14,2025 — 9 p.m.: Sobriety checkpoint, Hwy 68 at

The library invites area businesses, nonprofits, and civic groups Big Apple Market, Rhea Co.

to host outdoor tables, distribute small June 19,2025 — 8 p.m.: Sobriety checkpoint, Sunset Ave.
summer treats (think candy, stickers, Mornin g F ax’ at Old Englewood Rd., McMinn Co.

sunglasses, or popsicles), and share  Todays News. This Morning. June 26,2025 — 2 p.m.: Driver-license safety checkpoint,
information about family-friendly Hwy 11 at County Road 50, McMinn Co.

programs. Merchandise sales and on-site electricity will not be
available, so participants should bring their own table, chairs,
and shade canopy.

e The McMinn County Election Commission will meet for a
called meeting on Friday, April 25 at 8:30 AM in the Con-
ference Room of the McMinn County Courthouse. The pur-

Interested partners should complete the brief application form at pose is to speak with the newly appointed Administrator of

https://forms.gle/7i4qZRuu73dw4uvJ9 by Tuesday, May 20. Elections (AOE) after the retirement of the current AOE

Groups unable to attend may donate giveaways or treats - pro-

motional materials can be attached to donated items.

e The American Cancer Society Relay for Life Festival of
Hope will be at Market Park, downtown Athens, on Satur-

For questions, contact the library at (423)745-7782 or email day, April 26, from 2:00pm to 9:30pm. Admission is free.
meleenalivesay@fisherlibrary.org.

Community News Continued on Page 4
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TAKING CALLS DAILY (423) 745-1390 8:30 AM - 9:30 AM EVERY WEEKDAY

The Cleveland State Community College Law Enforce-
ment Training Academy held its 94th graduation cere-
mony on Friday. The graduates completed 520 hours of
instruction, training and practicum activities.

Pictured first row left to right: Donovan Ryans, Eli Four awards were presented during the graduation pro-
Underdown, Lane Webb, Matthew Houston, Michael &am-
Manzo, Brittany Williams, and Robert Layne. Pictured left to right: Eli Underdown, Physical Fitness

Back row left to right: Michael Chaigne, Preston Mar- ch'zr d winner; Preston 'Marlin, Fi irearms Av‘vard‘ win-
lin, Phillip Merrill, John Griffin, Taylor Owens, Leland "¢ Leland Kelly, Driving Award winner; Brittany

Kelly, Brandon Lankford, Alec Hood, and Director Williams, 1‘4cademic Excellence Award winner; with
Mike Hodges. Director Mike Hodges.

Hl OLD NATIONAL
INVESTMENTS PRIVATE

WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Planning for Retirement?
Let us be your guide.
Miguel Maria, Wealth Advisor

Miguel.Maria@onbinvestments.com | (423) 405-6521
106 W Washington Avenue, Athens, TN 37303

Securities and advisory services are offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a registered investment advisor and broker-dealer (member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance products are
offered through LPL or its licensed affiliates. Old National Bank and Old National Investments are not registered as a broker-dealer or investment advisor. Registered representatives
of LPL offer products and services using Old National Investments, and may also be employees of Old National Bank. These products and services are being offered through LPL or
its affiliates, which are separate entities from, and not affiliates of, Old National Bank or Old National Investments. Securities and insurance offered through LPL or its affiliates are

Not Insured by FDIC or Any Other Government Agency Not Bank Guaranteed Not Bank Deposits or Obligations May Lose Value
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Thursday, April 24, 2025

Obituaries

Michael "Peewee' Leon Call, 67 of Etowah, went to be with the
Lord on Sunday, April 20 at Parkwest Medical Center. Peewee
loved taking long drives and being outdoors. He also had a passion
for old cars. He will be deeply missed. A Graveside Service will be
held at 12:30pm on Thursday, April 24, 2025 at Etowah Cemetery.
Companion Funeral & Cremation Service of Athens and the Cody
family are honored to assist the family with these arrangements.
Billie Hicks, 91 of Athens, passed away on Tuesday, April 22. He
enjoyed shooting and riding horses. He was a member of the
American Legion #68, and American Quarter Horse Association.
He retired from the United States Army after 26 years of ser-
vice. A funeral service will be held at 2 p.m. on Monday, April 28
in the Chapel of Decatur Funeral Home & Cremation Services.
Interment will follow in the Short Creek Cemetery. The family will
receive friends from 12 noon — 2 p.m., prior to the service. Decatur
Funeral Home & Cremation Services is honored to serve the Hicks
Family.

Perian Nadella, beloved wife, mother, grandmother, Aunt, and
friend, passed away peacefully on April 14, 2025. Born in Eliza-
beth, New Jersey, she eventually found her home in the quiet
beauty of Etowah . Though no public service will be held, her fam-
ily will be honoring her privately in a celebration of life. Compan-
ion Funeral & Cremation Service of Athens, TN, and the Cody
family are honored to assist the family with these arrangements

Athens, Tennessee

Community News (Continued)

The McMinn County Election Commission Office will be
closed on Thursday, May 1* for a Multi-County Election
Training for staff. They will re-open on Friday, May 2" at
8:30 am.

The McMinn County Board of Education will meet in
Regular Session on Tuesday, May 6 at 5:30 p.m. at the
McMinn County Center for Educational Excel-
lence. There will also be a board workshop to begin ten
minutes after the Regular Session adjournment on May 6.

The City of Athens celebrates Trails Day on Saturday,
May 3 beginning at 2:00 pm on the Eureka Trail. This Trail
Ride and Walk is open to participants of all ages and all
skill levels. Discover the beauty of this community trail and
enjoy the outdoors!

The Athens City Primary School PTO will meet Friday,
April 25, at noon in the PLC room. Agenda highlights in-
clude key updates and elections for next year’s executive
board—president, vice president, secretary, and treasurer.
Parents interested in serving are encouraged to attend.

——MAY 17 - MAY 31ST——
<+ +

MIDWAY PUTT PUTT PAR T
FUNDRAISER

$20 PER
SCORECARD

BEST SCORE WINS CASH PRIZE
AND PLAQUE

PROCEEDS GO TO UNITED WAY OF MCMINN
& MEIGS COUNTIES PARTNER AGENCIES
AND COMMUNITY GRANT RECIPIENTS

@ (423) 333-4771

@ 2240 TN-30, ATHENS, TN 37303

BRADLEY TREE

SERVICE & STUMP. GRINDING.
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State Rep. Mark Cochran of Englewood, secured $500,000
in state funding for Tellico Plains High School (TPHS) in
=8 Monroe County.

_ | The funding will be used to build a track and field facility
at the school.

B “Tellico Plains High School has a proud legacy of excel-

held at TPHS. I am confident this appropriation will fi-
nally turn that long-held dream into a reality.”

Cochran hopes the appropriation will honor the memory of Darrah Wiseman, a standout runner who was killed in a car
crash on Nov. 2, 2024. Wiseman won six state championships in track and cross country. She had qualified for the state
meet the week before her death and planned to run at Tennessee Tech University.

The project will provide student-athletes a dedicated space to train and compete, while honoring Wiseman’s legacy and
impact on the school community.

The appropriated funds are part of a $59.8 billion balanced budget that was passed by the General Assembly and guided
by Assistant Majority Leader Cochran in April.

Rep. Mark Cochran represents District 23 which includes McMinn and part of Monroe counties.

Written by Madison Shelton, Deputy Press Secretary / Photo Courtesy of Tellico Plains High School - Facebook
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"If you have Jesus in your life; Yow will always have hope.”
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