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Community News You Can Use Couch Hires Law Firm 

Fired Athens Police Chief Cliff Couch has hired a law firm to 

represent him in political legal action against City Manager C. 

Seth Sumner. Sumner fired Chief Couch last Friday in what 

Couch says was retaliation against him for going to District Attor-

ney Steve Crump after having suspicions that Sumner was in-

volved in the disappearance of two “Nest” cameras from the po-

lice department. The issue of Couch’s firing came up at Monday 

night’s City Council study session. Councilman Dick Pelley and 

others asked Sumner to explain what prompted the firing. At that 

point, City Attorney Chris Trew stepped in and advised the coun-

cil that Couch had hired a law firm and anything that Sumner or 

the council members said at the study session could and probably 

would be used by Couch’s attorneys. Couch has retained attor-

neys Janie Varnell and Logan Davis of the Chattanooga law firm, 

Davis & Hoss. The law firm issued a statement saying: While the 

news and sudden decision to terminate Chief Clifton Couch with-

out warning and without explanation is shocking, it is not entirely 

unexpected due to the amount of retaliation and hostility Chief 

Couch has experienced from City Manager Seth Sumner over the 

last several months.”  The statement continues, “Chief Couch 

looks forward to telling his story at the appropriate time and 

venue.”  More information may come out when the City Coun-

cil’s special called session reconvenes next Monday, Oct. 18th, at 

6 p.m. in the Conference Center at the Athens Regional Park.  

 The McMinn County Commission holds its monthly meeting 

next Monday, October 18th, at 7:30 p.m. in the Blue Room of the 

Courthouse. 

 Moody’s Investors Service has assigned a rating of Aa3 to 

the City of Athens’ $7.7 Million General Obligation Bonds, 
Series 2021.  At the same time, Moody’s has affirmed the 

city’s outstanding issuer rating as Aa3.  That is considered to 

be a “very high grade” investment rating.  

 The McMinn Senior Activity Center is now accepting ap-

plications for senior citizens who want to sign up for rides in 

My Ride McMinn, a new transportation service for seniors. 

Volunteer drivers are also needed.  For info, call 745-6830. 

 RESTAURANT SPOTLIGHT  

This  Valuable Advertising Space is available now! 

Contact the Morning Fax for more information.  

423-745-1390 

 

Famous Chicken ‘n Biscuits 

NEW: Hand Breaded Chicken Sandwich $3.99                
Pork Chop Biscuits 2 / $6   32 oz Tea      

Due to Staffing Shortages, the                                                   
Athens Bojangles  will be closed on                                                                  

SUNDAY ONLY DURING OCTOBER                                      
BOJANGLES  of  Athens-South Congress Pkwy 744-5292 

COVID-19 VIRUS UPDATE Tuesday 10-12 

Tennessee:   1,256,502 cases up 2,639.   15,687 deaths up 104     

COUNTY CASES ACTIVE DEATHS 

McMinn 10,292 up 23 195 up 5 122 

Meigs 2,135 up 7 40 up 2 28 up 1 

Monroe 9,540 up 24 172 down 18 117 

Polk 3,123 up 4 86 down 9 29 up 2 

Bradley 21,755 up 36 338 up 2 187 up 11 

Rhea 6,874 up 18 178 down 7 90 

Hear                   

Dave Ramsey      
Daily                      

3 to 4 p.m. &               

7 to 9 p.m.            

on WYXI              

FM 94.5 &         

AM 1390 

*Vendors offering Hand-

made, Vintage, Repurposed, 

One of a kind Treasures                                                             

*Food and Entertainment 

*Great for the whole family 

Find us on                                           

 ELLIOTT FARM FALL BARN SALE 

136 Co. Rd. 225, Niota, TN      (423) 506-9274 

OCT. 15 & 16                                                    
$10 Sneak Peek Friday 4-7 p.m. 

(includes FREE admission                        

on Saturday)                                                             

$5 Admission Saturday                                    

9am –4pm  

Help for Addiction  
to Alcohol, Drugs, 
Tobacco, Bondage, 
Anger Management 

and more Life       
Issues. Free             

Outreach Deliverance Classes are 
held every Thursday 7:00 pm at 

Planted in Christ Outreach           
Fellowship. Located at:                         

317 Maple Street in Athens. 
For more information:                                     

call 423-435-8986                                  

FOR A FREE        

SUBSCRIPTION TO 

CLICK ON THE 

LINK BELOW         

SUBSCRIBE 

The Morning Fax  ® 

mailto:wyxi@bellsouth.net
https://medicblood.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Elliott-Farm-1585594468338776
http://wyxi.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=636252b40c95d8574e03fa423&id=ad761c73b4


Fire Destroys Barn & Vehicles Obituaries 
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 Patricia “Marlene” Moore Smith, age 69, of Athens, died 

Sunday at Parkwest Medical Center in Knoxville. She was a na-

tive of Del Rio, TN and a longtime resident of McMinn County. 

She was associated with McMinn County School systems for 36 

years as a teacher, most of which was at Englewood Elementary 

School. Graveside services will be at 2 p.m. Thursday, October 

14th at Shiloh Cemetery in Pigeon Forge with visitation from 5 to 

7 p.m. Wednesday, October 13th at Smith Funeral and Cremation 

Services of Athens. 

 Velma Worthy Brazzell, age 82, of Niota, died Tuesday at 

Sweetwater Hospital. She was retired from Athens Manufactur-

ing. Visitation will be from 5 to 7 p.m., Thursday at Ziegler     

Funeral Home. Funeral Services will be at 2 p.m. Friday at 

Ziegler Funeral Home; interment will follow at Niota Cemetery. 

 Chandler Allen Harrill, age 25, of Etowah, died Monday.   

Funeral services will be Saturday at 11 a.m. at Bordwine Funeral 

Home, with visitation from 5 to 7 p.m. Friday. Interment will  

follow the funeral service at Green Hill Cemetery.       

 Cory Lane Howell, age 26, of the Mt. Harmony Community 

near Niota, died Sunday at his residence. Funeral services will be 

at 7 p.m., Thursday at Smith Funeral Home with visitation from 5 

to 7 p.m. prior to the service. Interment will be at 11 a.m., Friday 

at Mt. Harmony Cemetery.                              

A fire that broke out around 6 p.m. this past Sunday destroyed a 

barn on Highway 39 West, Riceville. The barn housed three vehi-

cles and other contents. All were a total loss. The Riceville, Ath-

ens Rural, Calhoun Rural, and Englewood Rural Fire Depart-

ments responded. Riceville Rural Fire Chief Brandon Ainsworth 
was in command of the scene. 
           (Photo by Lynn Ingram, Englewood Rural Fire Dept) 

 

 
423-745-3013                                                           
1010 S. White St.                                                      

Athens, TN  37303                                              

Jerry Smith, LFD                                      

David Smith, LFD                                              

Tim Brown, LFD                                       
smithfuneralandcremationservicesofathens.com                                     

Since 1964                
Founded in 1884 by           
The  Evans Family 

Full Service Funeral Home 
Caring, Compassionate Service 
Low Cost Shipments & Cremations 
We Operate our own Crematory 
Adequate Seating in Visitation 
  Room and Chapel   

https://smithfuneralandcremationservicesofathens.com/
https://smithfuneralandcremationservicesofathens.com/

