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Western Sizzlin’ Steak House-1804 Decatur Pike          
11am-4pm: Grilled Chicken & Salad + Side-

Bakery-Dessert-Rolls ~ $9.99.                       
Valentine Special: (Friday & Saturday) 8 oz. 
Sirloin Steak + Jumbo Grilled Shrimp $18.95. 

The unemployment rate went up in every county in the Athens 

area in December.  

 In McMinn County, unemployment in December was 3.8%, 

up from 3.5% in November. 

 Meigs County’s jobless rate took a high jump in December, 

going from 3.9% in November up to 5.4% in December. 

 Monroe County’s unemployment rate in December was 

3.6%, up from 3.4% in November. 

 Polk County recorded a 3.9% jobless rate in December, up 

from 3.4% in November. 

 For Bradley County, the unemployment rate in December 

was 3.2%, up slightly from 3.1% in November. 

  COMMUNITY NEWS YOU CAN USE: 
 The Tennessee Wesleyan University Dental Hygiene Clinic 

continues to offer free dental hygiene services to people 18 and 

under in Athens and surrounding counties during February. The 

services include cleanings, x-rays, fluoride, and sealants. Call 252

-1475 to schedule an appointment. 
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Highway 411 Fire Destroys Car 

Last Friday night around 10, the driver of this 2015 Hyundai So-

nata going north on Highway 411 toward Englewood noticed the 

motor smoking and stopped. He got out of the vehicle shortly 

before the engine burst into flames.  The vehicle was a total loss. 

The Englewood and Etowah Rural Fire Departments responded.  
     (Photo by Lynn Ingram, Englewood Rural Fire Department)  
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 2 Country Ham Biscuits $3 

 2 Fish Sandwich $5   12 Pc Box + 6 biscuits $13.99   

5 Meals for $5 ea.   32 oz Tea $1  

BOJANGLES  S. Congress Parkway 744-5292  Famous Chicken ‘n Biscuits 

TVAS           
Tennessee Valley                

Appraisal Services, LLC              
When Integrity &                       

Professionalism Matter.         
Covering 11 counties with 

Online Ordering & Tracking.          
Specializing in Estates,           

Expert Witnesses, Divorce, 
Listing & Lending Purposes.       

746-0027  tvasinc.com 

 Greeks   
Bearing     

Gifts   

Valentine’s Day is next Friday !                                                                                                        
We will have special hours for  Wednesday the 12th & Thursday the 13th, 10-6.                                       

We have Kendra Scott, Pandora, e newton, and so many more ideas…                                                                                              

Downtown Athens on the Square   11 N. Jackson     423-745-2642                              
G 

 MEIGS COUNTY  

 

THE OFFICE THAT REQUIRES EXPERIENCE 

Paid by the candidate 

HARD WORKING                                 

CONSERVATIVE 

HEAR US ON          
THE WEB!!           

Click the Listen 
Live Logo 

 WYXI          

FM 94.5 & 

AM 1390 

Gift Certificates,            

a perfect gift for 

Valentine’s Day! 

Next Generation                   

Car Wash                                   
221 E. Washington Ave., Athens 

423.649.3638 

Pd.  by  Committee to elect Chuck Burris 

mailto:wyxi@bellsouth.net
http://www.tvasinc.com
http://radio.securenetsystems.net/v5/WYXI
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Whiting Sues City of Athens  

 

Glenn Whiting, the Athens man who turned his downtown build-
ing into a billboard, is now suing the City of Athens. In the fed-
eral lawsuit, Whiting is suing the City, City Attorney Chris Trew, 
and City Manager C. Seth Sumner for First Amendment retalia-
tion and violations of other state and federal laws. The lawsuit 
says Athens City officials abuse their authority through discre-
tionary enforcement of law. It alleges that officials regularly sin-
gle out individuals with whom they have personal disputes or 
political disagreements, and use the power of their positions to 
have laws enforced in a disproportionate manner against those 
individuals. It goes on to say that Sumner, Trew, and other Athens 
City officials have taken official actions, and have threatened to 
take further actions, against Whiting in retaliation for his recent 
expression of his political views at public meetings, as well as for 
expressing his political views via a display on the exterior wall of 
his building at the corner of Jackson St. and Madison Ave.  The 
dispute stems from an incident that happened back in 2018 where 
a car was stolen from Whiting’s property. Police Chief Cliff 
Couch says Whiting wasn’t happy with the way it was investi-
gated. Whiting is asking for damages, temporary and permanent 
relief, a declaration that the actions of the defendants were uncon-
stitutional and illegal, and for the defendants to reimburse him for 
his attorney’s fees.  City Manager Sumner declined to comment, 
saying, “I have not been served with notice of a lawsuit and it 
would be unfair and inappropriate to comment on rumors.” 

 H. R. Herman Ray “Popsie” Patterson, age 78, of Athens, 
died last Thursday at his home. He was a retired engineer from 
CSX Railroad after 37 years. Graveside services will be held at 
11 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 11th, at McMinn Memory Gardens. Lay-
cock-Hobbs Funeral Home is in charge. 
 Heather Michelle Weber, age 33, of Sweetwater, died last 
Thursday at UT Medical Center. She had waitressed at Apple-
bee’s for many years. A memorial service will be at 2 p.m. Satur-
day at Smith Funeral Home with visitation from 1 to 2 p.m.  
 Donald Ray “Donnie” Wood, age 60, of Athens, died Satur-
day at Hospice Care Center in Chattanooga. There will be no 
formal services or visitation. Ziegler Funeral Home is in charge. 
 Mary Helen Britton Burger, age 70, of Athens, died last 
Friday at Starr Regional of Athens. A Celebration of Life visita-
tion will be 2 to 4 p.m. Tuesday at Ziegler Funeral Home. 
 Mattie Sue Vincent Hutsell, age 92, of Athens, died Satur-
day at Starr Regional of Athens. She was a professional seam-
stress and bookkeeper. She had worked at Belk, Key Tire Com-
pany, and was a customer service representative for McMinn 
Farmers Mutual Insurance Company until age 87. Funeral ser-
vices will be 1 p.m. Thursday at Allen Memorial United Method-
ist Church, with visitation from 5 to 8 p.m. Wednesday at Lay-
cock-Hobbs Funeral Home. 
 Helen Wheaton, a longtime resident of McMinn County, 
died Saturday. A funeral service will be at 2 p.m. Thursday at 
Ziegler Funeral Home with visitation beginning at 12 noon.  
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