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LOCAL & AREA NEWS

¢ JOBLESS RATE DIPS IN DECEMBER

The unemployment rate in the area dropped slightly in December.
In McMinn County, unemployment was 8.2% in December, down
from 8.3% in November. The jobless rate in Meigs County was
8.8% in December, down from 8.9% in November. In Monroe
County, unemployment was 9.4% in December, down from 9.7%
in November.

4 COMMUNITY NEWS YOU CAN USE:

v" The McMinn Living Heritage Museum's Heritage School to-
morrow will feature Shawn Lindsey, Athens Public Works Direc-
tor, discussing wildlife habitat creation, rain gardens, and native
plants. The hours are 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

v' The E.J. Fisher Public Library will celebrate Black History
Month next Monday at 12 noon with author Rev. Wayne Williams
and Frances Witt-McMahan, Executive Director of CASA, speak-
ing about advocating for children in the county's legal system.

v" The Medic Regional Blood Center's Bloodmobile will be at
BB&T Bank, 1604 Decatur Pike, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. today. There
is a critical need for all blood types.

MORE ON STRIKER SHOOTING

McMinn County Sheriff Joe Guy says the shooting death of Stanley
Striker, owner of the former Striker's Winery, appears to be a sui-
cide and murder attempt. Sheriff Guy says Striker died from a gun-
shot fired from a small caliber handgun Wednesday afternoon at
the winery property on County Road 172. His 16-year-old son and
17-year-old daughter were both shot. They managed to get away
and seek help from a neighbor. Both are hospitalized at Erlanger in
stable condition. Sheriff Guy says Striker and the children had been
in a custody hearing and Striker may have been distraught over
custody issues. Striker's wife, Patty, was shot to death at the win-
ery 14 years ago. Striker was questioned about her murder, but he
was able to show he was at work at Bowater at the time.

@ Veteran NBC news anchor Tom Brokaw has been diagnosed
with multiple myeloma, a cancer affecting the blood cells in the
bone marrow. Doctors are optimistic about his treatment. (Morn-
ing Fax editor Bob Ketchersid was diagnosed with the same cancer
two years ago. Ironically, both of them worked at WSB Radio/TV
in Atlanta at the same time in 1966.)

For cancellations and closings, listen to WYXI RADIO AM-1390
or click our weblink: wyxi.net/cancellations&closings.htm

P— = Filet Mignon Steak: Topped with exotic mushrooms & demi-glace sauce
® 9 served with twice baked loaded potato - Only 15.99
, s Sea Bass - Grilled to perfection topped with bur blanc sauce & sautéed spinach
mushroom mix served with seasoned yellow rice - Onl g ?
(G TERILLLId  Special Dessert - Chocolate Covered Strawberries « Onl y 3.99 while they last.
o 862 Hwy. 411 North Etowah +(423) 263-2603 + 2011 South Congress Pkwy Athens *(423)649-0000 michaelsgreatfood.com

bBELK

Belk Land Surveying, LLC
12 S. White St. Suite 4

Famous Chicken'n Biscuits

RESTAURANT SPOTLIGHT g

FEBRUARY Specials »» 5 Meals for just $5 each
Any Chicken Biscuit 2 for $59320z. tea 99¢ 8 Piece
Dinner + 4 Biscuits $9.99®Bologna Biscuit Combo $2.99
BOJANGLES South Congress Parkway 744-5292

WELLINGTON PLACE

BROOKDALE SENIOR LIVING
120 Keith Lane, Athens
(423) 744-7272

We now serve as a drop off center

Athens, TN 423-462-2755

kbelk@kalebelk.com
www.kalebelk.com

Joe's Italian Cuisine, 601 W. Madison Ave., Athens (453-5111)
M. -Sat.11a-9p; Sun. 10:30a-4p. Homemade breakfast, 7-10:30am.
SPECIAL VALENTINE MEAL - Dinner for 2, Includes 2 Salads, 2 entrees, 2 desserts &
2 drinks. (4 entree choices & variety of dessert choices) Call to make reservations.

for Grace and Mercy ministries.
For all boxed and canned food

donations, the drop off times are

Monday-Sunday, 8am until 6pm.

N

-9

Enjoy Valentines Weekend (Fri & Sat) 8 oz.

Angus Sizzlin Top Sirloin with Shrimp Skewer

Ni $10.99 or 14 oz Ribeye $15.99. Includes Side Item,
Bakery, & Dessert Bar 1804 Decatur Pike745-2626

East Tennessee
RENTAL & LEASING, LLC

Rent or Lease: New Cars, Vans &
SUV's, 15-passenger Vans & Mini-

StarrRegional

421 S. White Street
Athens 745-5560

the Comprehensive Medical
Center for our Communities

Athens - Etowah

Vans for personal use, insurance
replacement, or vacation trip.
Located at East Tennessee Auto
Outlet on Highway 30 East. Call

Jarin Cass at 423-781-7154

FREE Mounting, Valve
Stems, Balancing, Rotation
with every tire purchase, sets us

apart from our competition !
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l"W Cornerstone

HOME LENDING, INC.

Ready for the home

of your dreams?
Prequalify today at
www.BriahAllyn.com
Brian Allyn
Production Partner / NML 1 77257
Georgia Residential Mortgage Licensee 39751

“Licensed in TN, GA and TX”
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D ACT'S
(/ . Winter Musical
{ Y““Into the Woods”

Venmg Performances

Feb 14,15,718, 20, 21

and 22 @ 7:00
Sunday Matinee p m.
Tickets on sale Now!

%)
3551 5%

ballyn@houseloan.com
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$15/8$8
320 North White Street-Athens
423-745-8781
athensartscouncil.org

Athens, Tennessee

Church News and Events

- The Church of God Sanctified on Houston Street in
Madisonville will have a free Valentine Dinner from 4 to 6:30
p.m. Saturday. If you can come, please RSVP to 423-442-
5901.

- The McMinn County Branch of the NAACP will present a
Heritage Program tomorrow at 5 p.m. at Voice of Deliverance
Church of God In Christ, 520 Old Riceville Road, Athens. The
guest will be a gospel singing group from Chattanooga.

- The Wellspring Mennonite Church will host the 50-voice
Sharon Singers for an evening of inspirational acappella
music this Sunday at 7 p.m. The eventis free and open to the
public. Wellspring Mennonite Church is located at 265 County
Road 608, off Highway 30 east of Athens.

- The annual Burkes Gospel Jubilee Day will be this Sunday
afternoon at Greater Deliverance Ministries off Clearwater
Road at Congress Parkway. There will be singers from Greater
Deliverance, First Church in Sweetwater, Agape Center AOH
Church, Overcoming Faith Christian Center, the Pleasant
Grove Male Chorus, and an area youth choir. The program
begins at 3 p.m.

Lesley Pearce Hammontree, 65, of Clearwater, Florida, died
Febrary 5th. Services had been scheduled for today (Friday), but
due to the weather, will be postponed until sometime next week.
Smith Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.

SNOW SCENES

The photo showing Mars Hill Presbyterian Church and Trinity Meth-
odist Church was taken by Frank Snyder. The photo of the snow-
covered road was submitted by Bruce and

Chris Hari.

730 Tennessee Ave., Etowah

10% Buyers Premium Firm# 5877 Auctioner #6591 Gallery #5610

For More

sOLD! Bid To Buy Saturday, Furniture, Antiques, Glassware,
Feb. 15th Tractor, etc. ! DETAILS
e~ AUCTION 5:30 p.m. www.bidtobuyauction.com  cail

423-263-4243

JACKY JOINES @ 714 New Highway 68

Sweetwater, TN 37874
855-804-1858

F O R D [ow) LINCOLN
2014 ESCAPE AND FUSION
witha 7 year . 125000 mile @ m

2

jackyjonessweetwater.com

0‘

2

charge for a limited time!
Wide selection to

O choose from! '
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