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!!!!! Jenna Bush Hager, former first daughter, announced Wednesday that
she's pregnant with her first child, due in the spring.  Hager is the twin
daughter of former President George W. Bush and is married to Henry
Hager.  The couple has been married four years.  This will be the first
grandchild for the former president and his wife, Laura.
!!!!! Conservative leaders are publicly urging Republicans in Congress
to resist pressure to compromise  on a deal to avoid sending the country
over the "fiscal cliff".  A letter signed by more than 100 conservatives
warns republicans that they are entering a testing period and that be-
cause they maintained firm control of the House on election day, they
have a mandate to fight for conservative principles.
!!!!! Pedro Hernandez, the man charged with killing 6-year-old Etan Patz
in 1979 pleaded not guilty on Wednesday.  Three decades ago, Patz
vanished while walking home from school in the Manhattan Soho neigh-
borhood.
!!!!! If Senator John Kerry, D-Mass., is nominated and becomes Secre-
tary of State, Republican Scott Brown, who was defeated by Elizabeth
Warren on November 6, could possibly run for a senate seat again.
!!!!! Thirteen people accused in the disappearance of a young woman
who was allegedly kidnapped and forced into prostitution were acquit-
ted on Wednesday, sending shock and outrage across Argentina.
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State & Local News

MORNING FAX
Today's News...This Morning

Toscano Pizza & Italian Grill, Ingles Shopping Center, Athens
746-9900. LUNCH SPECIAL: 11a-2:30p-M-F - Pick up or
dine-in only !   Any 8" Sub, plus fries & drink, only $5.99.

Western Sizzlin Steak House-1804 Decatur Pike (745-2626)
Thursday (All Day):  8 oz. Sizzlin' Top Sirloin with Choice of Side Item,
Bakery, and Dessert Bars, $7.99. Thursday (All Day) 8 oz. Thick Top
Sirloin, choice of side, bakery, & dessert bars, $8.29. Fresh Rolls Daily!

BOjangles Famous Chicken & Biscuits-S. Cong. Parkway  (744-5292)
DECEMBER Specials »» Any 2 Chicken Biscuits for $5.00. 5 Meals
for just $5 each. 8 Piece Box of Chicken plus 4 Biscuits, $9.99.  Our 32
ounce tea is still just 99¢.  LET's GO TO BO!

World & National News

Portrait Shoppe of Athens
Dec. Special !

1-8x10, 2-5x7's & 8 WALLETS
$19.95 (1 pose)

423-745-3354
Santa will be here every

Fri. & Sat. Nov. 23-Dec. 22
Like us on  Facebook !

! NO INJURIES IN DRIVE-BY SHOOTING
Two men are under arrest in connection with a drive-by shooting in
which several shots were fired into a house at 1701 Ingleside Av-
enue in Athens Tuesday night.  The residents of the house--Darnell
Alloway, Brenda Hale, and two children ages 4 and 15 months--
were not hit.  They told police that 3 to 4 rounds were fired at the
house and the bullets came through the window into the living room
where they were sitting.  They advised that a man identified as
Jordan Jackson had been making threats to shoot the house up due
to Jackson being arrested on a previous case.  Officers spotted
Jackson's car on King Street and arrested him and Cory Ferguson
on charges of retaliation for past actions.
! WRECK VICTIM IN I-75 CRASH IDENTIFIED
The Tennessee Highway Patrol says that 21-year-old Randi Taylor
Vaughn, of Cleveland, was the person killed Tuesday evening
around 5:40 p.m.  The single car wreck happened on the north-
bound side of I-75 at the 59 mile-marker, just below the main
Sweetwater exit.  The report said that Vaughn was distracted by a
rear passenger, lost control of the car, left the road, hit some trees,
and rolled.  She was unbuckled and pronounced dead at the scene.

8th Annual Community
Christmas Concert

Thursday, Dec. 13th 7pm
1st Baptist Church, Etowah
Featuring: Etowah Town Band,

Central Harmony,
2nd-3rd Grade ECS Choir
FREE ADMISSION

Bring non-perishable food items for
Wesley Memorial UMC Food Pantry

Your donations will be greatly appreciated

RESTAURANT SPOTLIGHT

421 S. White Street421 S. White Street421 S. White Street421 S. White Street421 S. White Street
AAAAAthens  745-5560thens  745-5560thens  745-5560thens  745-5560thens  745-5560

Now Doing
Front End Alignments,
Brakes, Shocks & Struts

Termite & Pest Control
745-1651

MAR-VON
"Since 1955" TDA #3890

HaHaHaHaHappppppppppy Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday Holidaysysysysys
frfrfrfrfromomomomom

Bid To Buy

A U C T I O N www.bidtobuyauction.com
Saturday,
Dec. 15th

6 p.m.

Visit our website to see what's at the auction

Online Bidding Available
(All FFL Laws will apply )  10% Buyers Premium   #5610

For More
DETAILS

Call
423-263-4243

  Madisonville
Sweetwater

Kingston
Oak Ridge

Athens
Etowah
Vonore

Tellico Plains

SINCE 1908

 TENNESSEE VALLEY

APPRAISAL SERVICES, LLC

TVASTVASTVASTVASTVAS When Integrity & Professionalism Matter
Covering 11 Counties with Online Ordering &

Tracking. Specializing in Estates, Expert Witnesses,
Divorce, Listing & Lending Purposes.
746-0027  www.tvasinc.com

GREAT SELECTION OF WHITE GOLD,
YELLOW  GOLD , & STERLING SILVER

"Register To Win A
$300 Gift Certificate"

116 East Washington Avenue
Downtown Athens - Since 1946

(423)-745-4774
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U.S. stocks erased early gains in afternoon trading and ended the
day flat after Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke's press con-
ference. The Fed stated that interest rates will remain low "at least
as long as" the jobless rate remains above 6.5 percent, and if infla-
tion "between one and two years ahead" is projected to be no more
than 2.5 percent. This surprised many as for the first time the Fed
linked the outlook for its main interest rate to unemployment and
inflation. U.S. bond prices ended the day lower.  The Dow Jones
Industrial Average was down 2.99 at 13,245.45, the Standard &
Poor's 500 Index was up 0.64 at 1,428.48, the NASDAQ Compos-
ite Index was down 8.49 at 3,013.81.  In commodity markets,  the
spot price of gold rose $1.25 to $1,711.55, the spot price of silver
rose $0.44  to $33.43, and crude oil prices rose $0.98 to $86.77.

TENNESSEE HEADLINES
! Legislative caucus meetings were held in Nashville yesterday.
Rep. Mike Turner was re-elected chairman of the House Demo-
cratic Caucus, defeating Rep. Johnny Shaw of Boliver, an opponent
who had promised to be less caustic in criticizing Republicans.  Sen-
ate Republicans voted to give new terms to Ron Ramsey as lieuten-
ant governor and speaker of the Senate, as well as most other mem-
bers of their current leadership.  An exception was the defeat of
Senator Mae Beavers, R-Mount Juliet, as caucus treasurer.
! Visits to the Great Smoky Mountains National Park are up by
nearly 8% over last year for the year to date.  Year-to-date visits to
the Smokies through November totaled 9,204,736 people. That's up
7.8% from January through November 2011.
! Rhea County is considering a new $50 wheel tax to plug a defi-
cit of nearly $1 million.  The tax could be implemented in January
and would go into effect shortly thereafter.  It is expected to raise
about $1.2 million per year.
! The Bradley County Sheriff's Department says that the 34-year-
old driver of a Ford Explorer that collided with a Bradley County
school bus a week ago has died of his injuries. Jeremy H. Anderson,
of Charleston, was ejected from his vehicle after it crossed into the
opposite lane on North Lee Highway, struck the bus, left the road
and rolled over.  Anderson died yesterday at Erlanger Medical Cen-
ter.  The driver of the school bus and its only passenger, a 14-year-
old, were not seriously injured.

Obituaries

Wednesday's Market Closings

Ronnie S. Stewart, age 71, of Etowah, died Tuesday at Woods
Memorial Hospital.  He was retired from Damy Industries.
Graveside services will be held Friday at 3:30 p.m. at Green
Hill Cemetery.  There will be no formal visitation.  Ralph
Buckner Funeral Home of Etowah is in charge of arrangements.

Fri., Dec. 14th 7-11 pm
at Springbrook   $25 pp

�Live Music  �Heavy Hor'dourves
�Attire: Semi-Formal/Formal

Visit www.tricountycenter.net
or please call 423-745-8902

Proudly Serving...McMinn
Meigs  & Monroe Counties

Pam's 2-Step
Designer Shoes & Handbags

106 N. White St.,
Downtown Athens  745-4141

Australian
Sheepskin

Slippers & Gloves
at 25% OFF

Coordinated Charities
Thrift Store

½     OFF SALE
On Everything December 17-21

$5.00 Bag Sale
December 17-21

109 Rocky Mt. Rd. Athens
745-0860

Oak Grove
Baptist Church

Sat., Dec. 15th at 7pm
Bethlehem-1 Week Later
Music Drama/Fellowship

Middle Eastern Foods w/ Roasted
Goat ! (and Traditional Fare)

1212 Co. Rd. 100, Athens
Everyone Welcome !

AUTO
SERVICE
CENTER

AND TRUCK ACCESSORIES
Complete Auto Repair & Maintenance
Standard Oil Change, $29.99

Full Synthetic Oil, $49.99
Christmas Gift Certificates !
407 Decatur Pike � Athens
Free Local Pick up and Delivery

COMING SOON

Books are available locally  Hardback $25.00 ~ Soft Cover $18.00
 Call 423-368-0140 or order on website: www.amancallednash.com

From Slavery to Enlightenment: a Journey of Hope by Deborah Scruggs Cox
African-American History in McMinn County
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